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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Todayos liturgy presents to us one of the most well-
known and impactful parables in the whole of the Bible:
The Parable of the Good Samaritan! This parable
indicates a way of life, which has as its main point not
ourselves, but others, with their difficulties, whom we
encounter on our journey and who challenge us. By the
end of the parable, Jesus upturns the question of the
lawyer, which was, “Who is my neighbor?” t0 idm I a
neighbor?” Jesus concludes the parable by telling the
lawyer: "Go and do likewise!", that is, be a good
neighbor!

Jesus leaves the lawyer with no options! And he
leaves us with no options either! Jesus is indicating to
the lawyer that his starting premise was wrong! Asking
Jesus who is my neighbor, so that | can love him / her!
This question can make my choice of neighbor very
subjective! | can exclude many people as neighbors on
the basis of their color, creed, language, ethnicity,
financial position; etc. At the end I may be left with
very few fineighborso to love! Some of us look for
quieter neighborhoods to live in, to avoid 6disturbancesd
from others!

Jesusd answer was not just to the lawyer. It is
directed at each one of us! He asks us to introspect
today: AAmM | a good neighbor?0 In this case, the
question of othersd identity does not come to the picture
at all. I must not categorize others in order to decide
who is my neighbor and who is not. It is up to me
whether to be a neighbor or not — the decision is mine
— it is up to me whether to be a neighbor to those
whom | encounter, who need help, even if they are
strangers or perhaps even hostile.

Jesusbs command is for you and for me! We all have

to be good neighbors, who show mercy, especially to
those that are hurting. Many of us may not regularly
find people who have been attacked lying on the side of
the road, but that doesnit mean that we have no hurting
people around us! Even in our families! Are we willing
to sacrifice ourselves, with no hope of anything in
return, so that they can be healed? That is what Christ
did for us! Through his life and death, Jesus showed us
Godos design for humanity to love one another in this
unconditional, self-denying way. Lord, let me a
neighbor! A good neighbor!

United in Prayers,

Fr. Joy Jacob, SDB
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_ VOUMTEERS IEEDED

We are Iooking for additional volunteers to helP with
food distribution, deliveries, stocking shelves, and the
montHg reminder calls. |f you are interested or have any

questions, Plcase sece | om Mulinski, or leave a message

for him at the Church Office. T hank youll
DOVIATIONS EEDED

The St Michael [Food Bank is in need of the Fo”owing

items:

Canned Juna C/ﬂ'ckcn, 5Pag/icft/'5aucc,
Crackers/(Granola Bars, (ercal Fasta & (_anned

5ou/o/ F aper Towc/s/ Toi/ct /) aper
ltems can be P]accd in the baskets under the table b\lj the

elevator. T hank youl

St. Michael Church is co”ecting dona-
tions for the Purcl’lasc of back-to-school
kits for in-need students at | aurel Lec{ge
Elcmentar3 School‘ Our Plan is to make

& 5 bull Purchase to maximize our donation.

with any questions, or leave a message for him at the Church

Ogice. Checks should be made out to St. Michacl Church
and have “Back to School Kit Donation” written on the memo

line and the enveloPe. Thank you for your generosity!

Please consider clorsating todagl Flease see T om Mulinski

If anyone would like to donate 3
flower arrangement to be placed
by the Altar, please sign up on

.| the form on the table by the ele
| vator at least one week prior to

the weekend that you are having
the flowers delivered.  Please
specify if you would like to donate them in memory
of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion.
Please call the Church Office for more details. Thank
you to everyone that has donated Altar Flowers!
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Anthony V. Chepulis

Funeral Home
Funeral & Cremation Services
47 Washington Ave. « Seymour

203-888-3812

gcheplﬂisfuneralhome.com%

Licensed Director:
Anne R. Chepulis
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™
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NAUGATUCK VALLEY
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Fitzgerald Zembruski Funeral Home
240 North Main Street - Naugatuck | 203-729-4187

Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1936
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Your Family Since 1933”
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" How Do You
Want to be Remembered?

Pre-Need Planning. Funeral and Cremation Services.

264 Bank Street, Seymour, CT 06483 # 2058882021 * www.millermacarifh.com
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"SIGN and Graphics
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www.isignsolutionsct.com
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